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Angelenos Who Redefine What's Hot

IHN THE CITY OF CELEBRITY, theres no question mare papular than
"Wha's Hot?* Well, as the summer sizzles, we thought we'd redefine “hot .
hecause no matter how you look an the autside, we're moved by the people
who make us melt on the inside. Far the sscomd year Frongas palled
iriends and readers, asking for names af some af Sowthem Calilhmia’s
umsung heroes —people who make Los Angeles such a dymamic and inter
esting dty After sarting through the suggestions, we chose Angelenas we
tound imspiring, mnovative, ar just plain interesting. Thisis by no means a
detinitive list, hut we think it reflects 2 diverse ooss ssgment af the hest
af our LGRT community We hope that thess probiles inspire us all to
hecome mare active and visible in our city. Who knowes, mayhe you'll he on
the list next year?

Hrair Sarkisian

DAMCE CcLUB CcURATOR

L|

WHY HIM: Ca-tounded {with Gev Khudyan) ane ol the anly weekly Middle
Eastem themed dub nights in the world, regularly drawing around goo peo
ple
SUMMIT ON THE DAMCE FLOOR: Liks a mini-Mid East summit, Club
MWur {Ardhic for “light™), is complete with 2 jumping dance foor and hookah
lounge, serving as 2 de facto mest up for 2 minbow af cultone s, sthnicities
and identitizs, and the men who lowe them. "We are the only Armenian run
chitbv that plays Turkish music. ... Yom have lsraelis dancing next to
Palestinians; it"s like the ideal Middle East™
BEYOND THE HOOH&AH: Promoted almost swclisively the First year
through MySpace fwwwmyspacecomihibmur], the Weh page now hoasts
nearly izoan fdends fromall over the world Fiwe or o years aga, there were
individual mestings far gay men from different Mid-East countries and cul
tures, now they have one spot to mix it up "It had to have a sociadlizing
aspect We hawe a custom af talking and sodalizing much more than
Wes termers ™
LOWE TD BE FOUMD: “] met my partner through the cluh ... We are going
to get mamried soon now” ((Jub Nur is held every Thursday night at M['sin
Hilwer Lake )

—M 5.

Jen Plante v -
RAINBOW THESPIAN . "7'/
WHY HER: As the delightful titular character in this show 2imed at young
children af leshian and gay parents, Flante makes interacting with a room
full af puppets both fun and educational Kot many actars could sanatoral
Iy share scenes with talking couch cushions and characters like [ames the
Flower and Uncamny the Singing Can
OH BEING GROUNDEREAKING: Until Dotse’s Mgpic Podets appeared in
w0y there were no shows aimed at this rapidly growing demagraphic, and
there still aren’t. *There were mera gay families represented in kids” shoees
anline, on DVD, and still mone on television” Flamte notes Additiomally
Dot was finded by only a2 small number ol independent prafessionals
wanting to see 2 show like this get made
WHY KIDS OF GAY PARENTS NEED TV LIKE THIS: "Personally, 1 feel
its impartant bor kids who have two moms or twao dads to s=e the msehees
represented in media’ Plante saw. "It malkes a huge difference in fesling
accepted and validated by the warld around s, and this is something we
hawe a respansihility to create bor owr children. ... There is 3 umiversal mes
sage here, which is about fun, leaming, and diversity that is impartant ta
put out there in today's workd.”

—MIKEL WaDEWITZ
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Dave O'Brien

MOVING MOVIE MAKER

/

WHY HIM: & good deal af OFrien’s litrary of flm work mwvalwes LOBT
themes Current projects induode In the Moment, an HIY prevention cam
paign in conjunction with the LA Gay & Leshian Cemter and the City af
West Hollyenod combining Web smapopera with anline community feat ures
ta lamnch comeersation among young gay men an making sexunal decisions;
and Fgurality [, 2 beature dommentary that scresned at this mar’s Omthest
among ather festivals *There are 300 collsges in the 118 whers we can he
kicksd out simply far heing gay, and Cgualery U fallows a2 growp aof young
activists from the group Soulforce on a cross-country bus tour to confrant
15 of thase schaals an their palicies”
FATEF UL BEGINNINGS: A chance dinner with Congresswoman Tammy
Baldwin and AIDS activist Lamry Kramer, nirtured the ss=ed of activism
“Wark within the legishiture and the cowrts is important, but at the end af
the day, peoples” hearts and minds are changed by authentic stories of peo
ples” lives™
WORDS TO IMSPIRE: “Follow your passions and happiness will ball ow”
—=l.L.

(Karaoke) BEUNRNIEE

KING OF COMEDY

WHY HIM: The farmer Braadway star and showhiz veteran tumed his Welia
karanke shows intoa cultural institution, ¥ years running, becaming the
most requested comedy trathic schonl teacher in Califomia “In a town
kmown bar its hickle mture, we hawe endured an amazing run and it keeps
gaing™
HEVER SING: "5tairway to Heaven,” ‘American Pie” ar "Baby Got Back." Any
Meat Loat song—imless you've gat a2 kickass wmice ™
SECRET WEAPOM: "My amazing sound guy, |[ohn Williams (W] can maks
yau sound like you're singing in a concert hall.”
A LEGACY IN SONG: "] have provided venues for afew generations now ta
sing ar ta listen in a joypful wag Ina world of 5o many things that leawe ns
hreathlessly numb to events and ourown sehves, | provide a place, 2 chanoe
for ampane to hreak out imto song. L hawe never taken this privilege for grant
ed these 18 pars™

—1R.
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